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Throughout the nineteenth century, people heard more music in the theatre—accompanying popular dramas
such as Frankenstein, Oliver Twist, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Lady Audley’s Secret, The Corsican Brothers, The
Three Musketeers, as well as historical romances by Shakespeare and Schiller—than they did in almost any
other area of their lives. But unlike film music, theatrical music has received very little attention from
scholars and so it has been largely lost to us. In this groundbreaking study, Michael V. Pisani goes in search
of these abandoned sounds.

Mining old manuscripts and newspapers, he finds that starting in the 1790s, theatrical managers in Britain
and the United States began to rely on music to play an interpretive role in melodramatic productions.
During the nineteenth century, instrumental music—in addition to song—was a common feature in the
production of stage plays.

The music played by instrumental ensembles not only enlivened performances but also served other
important functions. Many actors and actresses found that accompanimental music helped them sustain the
emotional pitch of a monologue or dialogue sequence. Music also helped audiences to identify the
motivations of characters. Playwrights used music to hold together the hybrid elements of melodrama,
heighten the build toward sensation, and dignify the tragic pathos of villains and other characters. Music also
aided manager-directors by providing cues for lighting and other stage effects. Moreover, in a century of
seismic social and economic changes, music could provide a moral compass in an uncertain moral universe.

Featuring dozens of musical examples and images of the old theatres, Music for the Melodramatic Theatre
charts the progress of the genre from its earliest use in the eighteenth century to the elaborate stage
productions of the very early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Keating:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Music for the
Melodramatic Theatre in Nineteenth-Century London and New York (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Robert Knight:

This Music for the Melodramatic Theatre in Nineteenth-Century London and New York (Studies Theatre
Hist & Culture) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Music for the Melodramatic Theatre in Nineteenth-Century London and New York (Studies Theatre Hist &
Culture) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Music for the Melodramatic Theatre in Nineteenth-Century London and
New York (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Jason Rickman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Music for the
Melodramatic Theatre in Nineteenth-Century London and New York (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you are able to pick Music for the Melodramatic Theatre in Nineteenth-Century London and New
York (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) become your personal starter.

Ruth Lowry:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in



the top collection in your reading list is actually Music for the Melodramatic Theatre in Nineteenth-Century
London and New York (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.
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