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This book reviews the latest techniques in exploratory data mining (EDM) for the analysis of data in the
social and behavioral sciences to help researchers assess the predictive value of different combinations of
variables in large data sets. Methodological findings and conceptual models that explain reliable EDM
techniques for predicting and understanding various risk mechanisms are integrated throughout. Numerous
examples illustrate the use of these techniques in practice. Contributors provide insight through hands-on
experiences with their own use of EDM techniques in various settings. Readers are also introduced to the
most popular EDM software programs. A related website at
http://mephisto.unige.ch/pub/edm-book-supplement/offers color versions of the book’s figures,
a supplemental paper to chapter 3, and R commands for some chapters.

The results of EDM analyses can be perilous – they are often taken as predictions with little regard for cross-
validating the results. This carelessness can be catastrophic in terms of money lost or patients misdiagnosed.
This book addresses these concerns and advocates for the development of checks and balances for EDM
analyses. Both the promises and the perils of EDM are addressed.

Editors McArdle and Ritschard taught the "Exploratory Data Mining" Advanced Training Institute of the
American Psychological Association (APA). All contributors are top researchers from the US and Europe.
Organized into two parts--methodology and applications, the techniques covered include decision,
regression, and SEM tree models, growth mixture modeling, and time based categorical sequential analysis.
Some of the applications of EDM (and the corresponding data) explored include:

selection to college based on risky prior academic profiles

the decline of cognitive abilities in older persons



global perceptions of stress in adulthood

predicting mortality from demographics and cognitive abilities

risk factors during pregnancy and the impact on neonatal development

Intended as a reference for researchers, methodologists, and advanced students in the social and behavioral
sciences including psychology, sociology, business, econometrics, and medicine, interested in learning to
apply the latest exploratory data mining techniques. Prerequisites include a basic class in statistics.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

The book Contemporary Issues in Exploratory Data Mining in the Behavioral Sciences (Quantitative
Methodology Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Contemporary Issues in Exploratory Data
Mining in the Behavioral Sciences (Quantitative Methodology Series)? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book Contemporary Issues in Exploratory Data Mining in the Behavioral Sciences
(Quantitative Methodology Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Katherine Herron:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Contemporary
Issues in Exploratory Data Mining in the Behavioral Sciences (Quantitative Methodology Series) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Peter Chatman:

The guide with title Contemporary Issues in Exploratory Data Mining in the Behavioral Sciences
(Quantitative Methodology Series) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Peter Landon:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Contemporary Issues in Exploratory Data
Mining in the Behavioral Sciences (Quantitative Methodology Series) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book
Contemporary Issues in Exploratory Data Mining in the Behavioral Sciences (Quantitative Methodology



Series) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of their time.
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