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A celebration of urban trees and the Americans—presidents, plant explorers, visionaries, citizen
activists, scientists, nurserymen, and tree nerds—whose arboreal passions have shaped and
ornamented the nation’s cities, from Jefferson’s day to the present
 
Nature’s largest and longest-lived creations, trees play an extraordinarily important role in our cityscapes,
living landmarks that define space, cool the air, soothe our psyches, and connect us to nature and our past.
Today, four fifths of Americans live in or near cities, surrounded by millions of trees, urban forests
containing hundreds of species. Despite the ubiquity and familiarity of those trees, most of us take them for
granted and know little of their specific natural history or civic virtues.
 
Jill Jonnes’s Urban Forests is a passionate, wide-ranging, and fascinating natural history of the tree in
American cities over the course of the past two centuries. Jonnes’s survey ranges from early sponsors for the
Urban Tree Movement to the fascinating stories of particular species (including Washington, DC’s famed
cherry trees, and the American chestnut and elm, and the diseases that almost destroyed them) to the
institution of Arbor Day to the most recent generation of tree evangelists who are identifying the best species
to populate our cities’ leafy canopies. The book examines such questions as the character of American urban
forests and the effect that tree-rich landscaping might have on commerce, crime, and human well-being. As
we wrestle with how to repair the damage we have wrought on nature and how to slow climate change, urban
forests offer an obvious, low-tech solution. (In 2006, U.S. Forest Service scientist Greg McPherson and his
colleagues calculated that New York City’s 592,000 street trees annually saved $28 million in energy costs
through shading and cooling, or $47.63 per tree.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Daniels:

The experience that you get from Urban Forests: A Natural History of Trees and People in the American
Cityscape could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Urban Forests: A Natural
History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that Urban Forests: A Natural History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape instantly.

Jim May:

The reserve with title Urban Forests: A Natural History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape has a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Donald Worsley:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually Urban Forests: A Natural History of Trees and People in the American
Cityscape.

Elizabeth Morris:

The book untitled Urban Forests: A Natural History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice study.
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