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A definitive history of Coca-Cola, the world’s best-known brand, by a New York Times reporter who has
followed the company and who brings fresh insights to the world of Coke, telling a larger story about
American business and culture

The Real Thing is a portrait of America’s most famous product and the men who transformed it from mere
soft drink to symbol of freedom. The story, starting with Coke’s creation after the Civil War and continuing
with its domination of the domestic and worldwide soft-drink business, is a uniquely American tale of
opportunity, hope, teamwork, and love, as well as salesmanship, hubris, ambition, and greed. By 1920, the
Coca-Cola Company’s success depended on a unique partnership with a group of independent bottlers.
Together, they had made Coke not just a soft drink but an element of our culture. But the company, intent on
controlling everything about Coke, did all it could to dismantle that partnership. In its reach for power, it was
more than willing to gamble the past.

Constance L. Hays examines a century of Coca-Cola history through the charismatic, driven men who used
luck, spin, and the open door of enterprise to turn a beverage with no nutritional value into a remedy, a
refreshment, and the world’s best-known brand. The story of Coke is also a catalog of carbonation, soda
fountains, dynastic bottling businesses, global expansion, and outsize promotional campaigns, including New
Coke, one of the greatest marketing debacles of all time. By examining relationships at all levels of the
company, The Real Thing reveals the psyche of a great American corporation and how it shadows all
business, for better or worse.

This is as much a story about America as it is the tale of a great American product, one recognized all over
the world. Under the leadership of Roberto Goizueta and Doug Ivester, Coca-Cola reinvented itself for
investors, spearheading trends such as lavish executive salaries and the wooing of Wall Street, but when
Coke’s great global ambitions ran into trouble, it had difficulty getting back on track.

The Real Thing is a journey through the soft-drink industry, from the corner office to the vending machine.
It is also a social history in which sugared water becomes an international object of consumer desire—and
the messages poured upon an eager public gradually obscure the truth.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mele:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Real Thing: Truth and Power at the Coca-Cola
Company is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jose Pina:

The Real Thing: Truth and Power at the Coca-Cola Company can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Real Thing: Truth and
Power at the Coca-Cola Company however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

David Clark:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The Real Thing: Truth and Power at the Coca-Cola Company this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Kyle Smallwood:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Real Thing: Truth and Power at the Coca-Cola Company can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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