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Dante's metaphysics--his understanding of reality--is very different from our own. To present Dante's ideas
about the cosmos, or God, or salvation, or history, or poetry within the context of post-Enlightenment
presuppositions, as is usually done, is thus to capture only imperfectly the essence of those ideas. The
recovery of Dante's metaphysics is essential, argues Christian Moevs, if we are to resolve what has been
called "the central problem in the interpretation of the Comedy ." That problem is what to make of the
Comedy 's claim to the "status of revelation, vision, or experiential record--as something more than
imaginative literature." In this book Moevs offers the first sustained treatment of the metaphysical picture
that grounds and motivates the Comedy , and of the relation between those metaphysics and Dante's poetics.
He carries this out through a detailed examination of three notoriously complex cantos of the Paradiso , read
against the background of the Neoplatonic and Aristotelian tradition from which they arise. Moevs finds the
key to the Comedy 's metaphysics and poetics in the concept of creation, which implies three fundamental
insights into the nature of reality: 1) The world (finite being) is radically contingent, dependent at every
instant on what gives it being. 2) The relation between the world and the ground of its being is non-dualistic.
(God is not a thing, and there is nothing the world is "made of") 3) Human beings are radically free, unbound
by the limits of nature, and thus can find all of time and space within themselves. These insights are the
foundation of the pilgrim Dante's journey from the center of the world to the Empyrean which contains it.
For Dante, in sum, what we perceive as reality, the spatio-temporal world, is a creation or projection of
conscious being, which can only be known as oneself. Moevs argues that self-knowledge is in fact the
keystone of the Aristotelian and Neoplatonic philosophical tradition, and the essence of the Christian
revelation in which that tradition culminates. Armed with this new understanding, Moevs is able to shed light
on a series of perennial issues in the interpretation of the Comedy . In particular, it becomes clear that poetry
coincides with theology and philosophy in the poem: Dante poeta cannot be distinguished from Dante
theologus .
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

This The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Metaphysics of
Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) can be on the list of great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that
probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Metaphysics of
Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Mark Logan:

The e-book untitled The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) is
the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in
the Study of Religion) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

James Sharpton:

The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
considering.

Kyle Smallwood:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make summary
for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their leisure activity.
They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading really. Any
students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to
get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get
whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The



Metaphysics of Dante's Comedy (Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) can make you feel more
interested to read.
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