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In this fascinating study, Muhsin J. al-Musawi shows how deeply Islamic heritage and culture is embedded
in the tales of The Thousand and One Nights (known to many as the Arabian Nights) and how this
integration invites readers to make an Islamic milieu. Conservative Islam dismisses The Thousand and One
Nights as facile popular literature, and liberal views disregard the rich Islamic context of the text.
Approaching the text with a fresh and unbiased eye, al-Musawi reads the tales against Islamic schools of
thought and theology and recovers persuasive historical evidence to reveal the cultural and religious struggle
over Islam that drives the book's narrative tension and binds its seemingly fragmented stories.

Written by a number of authors over a stretch of centuries, The Thousand and One Nights depicts a
burgeoning, urban Islamic culture in all its variety and complexity. As al-Musawi demonstrates, the tales
document their own places and periods of production, reflecting the Islamic individual's growing exposure to
a number of entertainments and temptations and their conflict with the obligations of faith. Aimed at a
diverse audience, these stories follow a narrative arc that begins with corruption and ends with redemption,
conforming to a paradigm that concurs with the sociological and religious concerns of Islam and the Islamic
state. By emphasizing Islam in his analysis of these entertaining and instructional tales, al-Musawi not only
illuminates the work's consistent equation between art and life, but he also sheds light on its underlying
narrative power. His study offers a brilliant portrait of medieval Islam as well, especially its social, political,
and economic institutions and its unique practices of storytelling.
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From reader reviews:

James Ray:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Islamic Context of The Thousand and One Nights.

Ward Bishop:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Islamic Context of The
Thousand and One Nights. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Bobby Blade:

The reason why? Because this The Islamic Context of The Thousand and One Nights is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Alex Tipton:

Beside that The Islamic Context of The Thousand and One Nights in your phone, it can give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have The Islamic Context of The Thousand and One Nights because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it
from now!
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