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Slaves to Fashion is a pioneering cultural history of the black dandy, from his emergence in Enlightenment
England to his contemporary incarnations in the cosmopolitan art worlds of London and New York. It is
populated by sartorial impresarios such as Julius Soubise, a freed slave who sometimes wore diamond-
buckled, red-heeled shoes as he circulated through the social scene of eighteenth-century London, and Yinka
Shonibare, a prominent Afro-British artist who not only styles himself as a fop but also creates ironic
commentaries on black dandyism in his work. Interpreting performances and representations of black
dandyism in particular cultural settings and literary and visual texts, Monica L. Miller emphasizes the
importance of sartorial style to black identity formation in the Atlantic diaspora.

Dandyism was initially imposed on black men in eighteenth-century England, as the Atlantic slave trade and
an emerging culture of conspicuous consumption generated a vogue in dandified black servants. “Luxury
slaves” tweaked and reworked their uniforms, and were soon known for their sartorial novelty and
sometimes flamboyant personalities. Tracing the history of the black dandy forward to contemporary
celebrity incarnations such as Andre 3000 and Sean Combs, Miller explains how black people became
arbiters of style and how they have historically used the dandy’s signature tools—clothing, gesture, and
wit—to break down limiting identity markers and propose new ways of fashioning political and social
possibility in the black Atlantic world. With an aplomb worthy of her iconographic subject, she considers the
black dandy in relation to nineteenth-century American literature and drama, W. E. B. Du Bois’s reflections
on black masculinity and cultural nationalism, the modernist aesthetics of the Harlem Renaissance, and
representations of black cosmopolitanism in contemporary visual art.
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From reader reviews:

Verla Foster:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity (e-Duke
books scholarly collection.) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.

George Rodriguez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Slaves to Fashion:
Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Sharonda Adair:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic
Identity (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book.
If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Liza Serrano:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity (e-
Duke books scholarly collection.) when you essential it?
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