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This study of colonialism and art examines the intersection of visual culture and political power in late-
eighteenth-century British painting. Focusing on paintings from British America, the West Indies, and India,
Beth Fowkes Tobin investigates the role of art in creating and maintaining imperial ideologies and
practices—as well as in resisting and complicating them.
Informed by the varied perspectives of postcolonial theory, Tobin explores through close readings of colonial
artwork the dynamic middle ground in which cultures meet. Linking specific colonial sites with larger
patterns of imperial practice and policy, she examines paintings by William Hogarth, Benjamin West, Gilbert
Stuart, Arthur William Devis, and Agostino Brunias, among others. These works include portraits of colonial
officials, conversation pieces of British families and their servants, portraits of Native Americans and Anglo-
Indians, and botanical illustrations produced by Calcutta artists for officials of the British Botanic Gardens.
In addition to examining the strategies that colonizers employed to dominate and define their subjects, Tobin
uncovers the tactics of negotiation, accommodation, and resistance that make up the colonized’s response to
imperial authority. By focusing on the paintings’ cultural and political engagement with imperialism, she
accounts for their ideological power and visual effect while arguing for their significance as agents in the
colonial project.
Pointing to the complexity, variety, and contradiction within colonial art, Picturing Imperial Power
contributes to an understanding of colonialism as a collection of social, economic, political, and
epistemological practices that were not monolithic and inevitable, but contradictory and contingent on
various historical forces. It will interest students and scholars of colonialism, imperial history, postcolonial
history, art history and theory, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Wolff:

This Picturing Imperial Power: Colonial Subjects in Eighteenth-Century British Painting book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Picturing Imperial Power: Colonial Subjects
in Eighteenth-Century British Painting without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Picturing Imperial Power: Colonial Subjects in
Eighteenth-Century British Painting can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Picturing Imperial Power:
Colonial Subjects in Eighteenth-Century British Painting having great arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Calvin Williams:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Picturing Imperial Power: Colonial Subjects in Eighteenth-Century British
Painting book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer regarding Picturing Imperial Power: Colonial Subjects in Eighteenth-Century British
Painting content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Picturing Imperial
Power: Colonial Subjects in Eighteenth-Century British Painting is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Maryellen Tilley:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Picturing Imperial
Power: Colonial Subjects in Eighteenth-Century British Painting is kind of book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Laura Ide:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Picturing Imperial Power:
Colonial Subjects in Eighteenth-Century British Painting is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the



actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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