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A detailed, clear, and comprehensive overview of the current philosophical debate on toture.

The question of when, and under what circumstances, the practice of torture might be justified has received a
great deal of attention in the last decade in both academia and in the popular media. Many of these
discussions are, however, one-sided with other perspectives either ignored or quickly dismissed with
minimal argument. In On the Ethics of Torture, Uwe Steinhoff provides a complete account of the
philosophical debate surrounding this highly contentious subject. Steinhoff’s position is that torture is
sometimes, under certain narrowly circumscribed conditions, justified, basing his argument on the right to
self-defense. His position differs from that of other authors who, using other philosophical justifications,
would permit torture under a wider set of conditions. After having given the reader a thorough account of the
main arguments for permitting torture under certain circumstances, Steinhoff explains and addresses the
many objections that have been raised to employing torture under any circumstances. This is an indispensible
work for anyone interested in one of the most controversial subjects of our times.

“...[a] provocative and pugnacious book … this is bold and robust work, which should be engaged with by
anyone with a serious interest in these issues … [Steinhoff] has thrown down a gauntlet to which absolutist
critics of torture must respond.” — Criminal Law and Philosophy

“…an important book … This is not the first book to make a right-based defense of torture, but it makes the
case powerfully and rebuts in detail the major anti-torture authors.” — Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

“Replete with well-crafted thought experiments designed to make his points, and taking his opponents’
arguments seriously in addressing their objections to his view, Steinhoff’s On the Ethics of Torture is a study
in how applied ethics should be done … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

“On the Ethics of Torture is superb. It is by far the best treatment of the topic.” — Allen Buchanan, author of
Justice, Legitimacy, and Self-Determination: Moral Foundations for International Law

“This is a controversial work and while I don’t agree with its main positive conclusion, there is no denying
that Steinhoff demolishes many of the influential arguments of those who believe that torture can never be
justified. For this reason alone, the book warrants attention.” — Seumas Miller, author of Terrorism and
Counter-Terrorism: Ethics and Liberal Democracy

“On the Ethics of Torture is the single best discussion of the moral status of torture. It is outstanding.
Steinhoff’s book is powerfully argued, organized, concise, and highly readable. This is essential reading for
anyone who wishes to think seriously about the topic.” — Stephen Kershnar, author of For Torture: A
Rights-Based Defense

Uwe Steinhoff is Associate Professor in the Department of Politics and Public Administration at the
University of Hong Kong and Senior Research Associate in the University of Oxford Programme on the
Changing Character of War. He is the author of several books, including On the Ethics of War and
Terrorism.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Pinkston:

The book On the Ethics of Torture give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book On the Ethics of Torture to get your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a publication On the Ethics of Torture. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Cedric Barnett:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled On the Ethics of Torture can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Joel Peterson:

The particular book On the Ethics of Torture has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Marcella Baird:

Why? Because this On the Ethics of Torture is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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