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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 1,3, University of Erfurt (Sprachwissenschaft), course: Regionale Varietéten, language: English,
abstract: Every language changes over time. Due to historical, political and social events, like population
shifts or movements, alanguage devel ops and becomes versatile, asintralinguistic variations emerge
between different regions and dialects.

One of the most important changes in the English language, which appeared especially in the south of
England during the 15th to 18th centuries, was a Chain Shift, the so-called Great Vowel Shift.[INT1] A
Chain Shift is*achange in the position of two phonemes in which one moves away from an original position
that is occupied by the other.” (Labov 1994: 118)

The linguist William Labov classifies three principles, which are applicable to all the Chain Shifts:
Principle I: long vowelsrise (asin the Great Vowel Shift)

Principle I1: short vowelsfall

Principle Ila: the nuclei of upgliding diphthongs fall

Principle I11: back vowels move to the front

(Labov 1994:116)
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From reader reviews:
Robert Cobb:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Great Vowel Shift: From
Middle to Standard English? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou aready know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Roxie Lloyd:

The book untitled Great VVowel Shift: From Middle to Standard English contain alot of information on that.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives
you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Kristin Sayler:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. Thisreserve Great Vowel Shift: From Middle to Standard English was filled about
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many waysto get book which you wanted.

Kelly Mays:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but novel and Great VVowel Shift: From Middle to Standard English or others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping
them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Great
Vowel Shift: From Middle to Standard English to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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