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In this sweeping narrative history from the Great Depression of the 1930s to the Great Recession of today,
Caring for America rethinks both the history of the American welfare state from the perspective of care work
and chronicles how home care workers eventually became one of the most vibrant forces in the American
labor movement. Eileen Boris and Jennifer Klein demonstrate the ways in which law and social policy made
home care a low-waged job that was stigmatized as welfare and relegated to the bottom of the medical
hierarchy.

For decades, these front-line caregivers labored in the shadows of a welfare state that shaped the conditions
of the occupation. Disparate, often chaotic programs for home care, which allowed needy, elderly, and
disabled people to avoid institutionalization, historically paid poverty wages to the African American and
immigrant women who constituted the majority of the labor force. Yet policymakers and welfare
administrators linked discourses of dependence and independence-claiming that such jobs would end clients'
and workers' "dependence" on the state and provide a ticket to economic independence. The history of home
care illuminates the fractured evolution of the modern American welfare state since the New Deal and its
race, gender, and class fissures. It reveals why there is no adequate long-term care in America.

Caring for America is much more than a history of social policy, however; it is also about a powerful
contemporary social movement. At the front and center of the narrative are the workers-poor women of
color-who have challenged the racial, social, and economic stigmas embedded in the system. Caring for
America traces the intertwined, sometimes conflicting search of care providers and receivers for dignity,
self-determination, and security. It highlights the senior citizen and independent living movements; the civil
rights organizing of women on welfare and domestic workers; the battles of public sector unions; and the
unionization of health and service workers. It rethinks the strategies of the U.S. labor movement in terms of a
growing care work economy. Finally, it makes a powerful argument that care is a basic right for all and that
care work merits a living wage.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

In other case, little folks like to read book Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the
Welfare State. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the Welfare State. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Lorenzo Brown:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the
Welfare State can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Robert Ross:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is actually Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the
Welfare State. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Henry Stehle:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the Welfare State
was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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