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In The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane, Norman E. Saul analyzes the contributions of Charles R. Crane,
world traveler, businessman, diplomat, and philanthropist in the setting of his times. Crane acquired his
appreciation for Russian culture and life through travel in the country, making a total of twenty-four trips to
Russia. He developed friendships and professional relationships with many prominent Russians in political,
cultural, and artistic spheres in addition to his connections to important figures in American history such as
Woodrow Wilson. As the son of a Chicago industrialist with little formal education, Charles R. Crane
enjoyed remarkable success serving as a financial backer and advisor to the Woodrow Wilson
administration, founding member of the 1917 Root Commission to Russia, minister to China, and
establishing a factory in Russia to manufacture air brakes for the Russian railroad. He devoted a considerable
amount of his own time and resources to educating Americans about the Russian people. He sponsored
visiting lecturers, subsidized publications, and commissioned works by Russian artists.
 Charles Crane was arguably the first true American globalist. His activities involved Russia, China, and the
Middle East, but Saul emphasizes his travels in Russia and his role in the development and promotion of
Russian studies in America. Crane represented the United States becoming a world power in business and
diplomacy, and fostered an American appreciation and knowledge of Russian, Asian, and Middle Eastern
societies. By studying this unusual man, Saul explores the world in which he lived and traveled. The
relationship between America and Russia has always been a complex and fascinating one, and Saul shines
light on a pivotal period in that relationship.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Diaz:

The book The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane, 1858-1939: American Businessman, Philanthropist, and a
Founder of Russian Studies in America can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane, 1858-1939:
American Businessman, Philanthropist, and a Founder of Russian Studies in America? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane,
1858-1939: American Businessman, Philanthropist, and a Founder of Russian Studies in America has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Daryl Glover:

The knowledge that you get from The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane, 1858-1939: American
Businessman, Philanthropist, and a Founder of Russian Studies in America will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane, 1858-1939:
American Businessman, Philanthropist, and a Founder of Russian Studies in America giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this specific The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane, 1858-
1939: American Businessman, Philanthropist, and a Founder of Russian Studies in America instantly.

Scott Bourquin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane, 1858-1939: American Businessman, Philanthropist, and a
Founder of Russian Studies in America.

Mary Stone:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that



little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that can
you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Life and Times of Charles R. Crane, 1858-
1939: American Businessman, Philanthropist, and a Founder of Russian Studies in America.
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