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Arab leaderships have been remarkably stable since the 1970s, particularly given the frequency of military
coups in preceding years. Nonetheless, the military remains a key force in most Arab states and political
leaders must maintain its loyalty if they are to retain office. Regimes have used a range of methods to ensure
the military’s backing:
In Egypt, President Hosni Mubarak has maintained political control largely through providing the military
with private and corporate benefits; selective appointments and institutional checks, are also useful
instruments.

Tribal relations underpin King Hussein’s political control in Jordan. Transjordanians have not only been the
main beneficiaries of political power, but have also occupied the key positions in the armed forces.
In Syria, President Hafez al-Assad has built his regime on the Alawi minority, while the vast security
apparatus limits the spread of sectarian, class or ideological grievances in the military.
President Saddam Hussein has established multiple security agencies in Iraq designed to prevent conspiracies
against his regime. Regular rotations and purges ensure that few officers are in place long enough to
contemplate, let alone organise, a coup, while the severe punishments meted out to suspected plotters are a
further disincentive to rebellion.

In this paper, Risa Brooks argues that the need for Arab regimes to maintain political control can undermine
the combat potential of their armed forces. Centralising command, creating overlapping commands,
politicising selection criteria and authorising involvement in economic activities all potentially compromise
military effectiveness.
The fact that regimes have successfully managed political–military relations in the past does not mean that
they will automatically do so in the future. Changing social or economic conditions could upset the
equilibrium in political–military relations. Regime stability cannot therefore be taken for granted
Transition to new leadership is a looming issue for the key regimes in Egypt, Syria and Jordan;
political–military relations will play a crucial role in how it is resolved. New leaders must gain and maintain
social support if they are to consolidate power. The fact that so many Middle Eastern regimes face uncertain
transitions raises the sobering prospect of profound instability and change in this strategically vital region.
Maintaining political control is a continuous and evolving process. A breakdown in social support for the
leadership, failure to detect a conspiracy within the military and economic or political change that threatens
military prerogatives could all disrupt political–military relations. Current stability should not give rise to
complacency.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Ranger:

This Political-Military Relations and the Stability of Arab Regimes (Adelphi series) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will
be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Political-Military Relations and the Stability of Arab
Regimes (Adelphi series) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Political-Military Relations and the Stability of Arab
Regimes (Adelphi series) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Political-Military Relations and the
Stability of Arab Regimes (Adelphi series) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

John Pasko:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Political-Military Relations and the Stability of
Arab Regimes (Adelphi series) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Alfred Leahy:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Political-Military Relations and the Stability of Arab Regimes (Adelphi series) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Political-Military Relations and
the Stability of Arab Regimes (Adelphi series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

John Cotton:

Beside this particular Political-Military Relations and the Stability of Arab Regimes (Adelphi series) in your
phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people



live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Political-Military Relations and the Stability of Arab
Regimes (Adelphi series) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times
have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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