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The Incas of ancient Peru possessed no writing. Instead, they developed a unique system expressed on spatial
arrays of colored knotted cords called quipus to record and transmit information throughout their vast
empire. The present book is based on a firsthand study of actual quipus that survived the destruction of the
Inca civilization. Written by a mathematician and an anthropologist, this book acquaints the reader with the
cultural context of the quipus, the problem of interpreting artifacts from another culture, and the place of the
quipu-maker in Inca culture. Although no previous mathematical knowledge is assumed, the reader is
introduced to the mathematical ideas embedded in the quipus and learns how to make a quipu.
Enhanced with over 125 illustrations, this unusual and thought-provoking study will interest mathematicians,
historians, anthropologists, archeologists, and students of folk art with its unique perspective on the way in
which pieces of colored string serve to embody a rich, logical, numerical tradition and are, ultimately, a
metaphor for the civilization that created them. Preface. Exercises and answers within chapters.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Reyes:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Mathematics of the Incas: Code
of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Patricia Gross:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Mathematics of the Incas: Code of
the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Steven Richardson:

This Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) is great reserve for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) in
your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Mitchell Smith:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics) we
can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer
to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your



life at this time book Mathematics of the Incas: Code of the Quipu (Dover Books on Mathematics). You can
more attractive than now.
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