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Representations of Muslims have never been more common in the Western imagination than they are today.
Building on Orientalist stereotypes constructed over centuries, the figure of the wily Arab has given rise, at
the dawn of the twenty-first century, to the "Islamist" terrorist. In Idols in the East, Suzanne Conklin Akbari
explores the premodern background of some of the Orientalist types still pervasive in present-day depictions
of Muslims-the irascible and irrational Arab, the religiously deviant Islamist-and about how these stereotypes
developed over time.

Idols in the East contributes to the recent surge of interest in European encounters with Islam and the Orient
in the premodern world. Focusing on the medieval period, Akbari examines a broad range of texts including
encyclopedias, maps, medical and astronomical treatises, chansons de geste, romances, and allegories to
paint an unusually diverse portrait of medieval culture. Among the texts she considers are The Book of John
Mandeville, The Song of Roland, Parzival, and Dante's Divine Comedy. From them she reveals how
medieval writers and readers understood and explained the differences they saw between themselves and the
Muslim other.

Looking forward, Akbari also comes to terms with how these medieval conceptions fit with modern
discussions of Orientalism, thus providing an important theoretical link to postcolonial and postimperial
scholarship on later periods. Far reaching in its implications and balanced in its judgments, Idols in the East
will be of great interest to not only scholars and students of the Middle Ages but also anyone interested in the
roots of Orientalism and its tangled relationship to modern racism and anti-Semitism.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Mobley:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important normally. The book Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam
and the Orient, 1100-1450 seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Idols in the East: European
Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 is not only giving you much more new information but
also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship using the book Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient,
1100-1450. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Lionel Gutierrez:

The book untitled Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.

Isabel Martin:

You can get this Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Peter Beaton:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Idols in the East: European
Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book Idols in the East: European
Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense



alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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