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Argues that the experience of modernity is fundamentally spatial rather than subjective.

What is special, distinct, modern about modernity? In How the World Became a Stage, William Egginton
argues that the experience of modernity is fundamentally spatial rather than subjective and proposes
replacing the vocabulary of subjectivity with the concepts of presence and theatricality. Following a
Heideggerian injunctive to search for the roots of epochal change not in philosophies so much as in basic
skills and practices, he describes the spatiality of modernity on the basis of a close historical analysis of the
practices of spectacle from the late Middle Ages to the early modern period, paying particular attention to
stage practices in France and Spain. He recounts how the space in which the world is disclosed changed from
the full, magically charged space of presence to the empty, fungible, and theatrical space of the stage.

William Egginton is Assistant Professor of Modern Languages and Literatures at the University at Buffalo,
State University of New York and the translator of Lisa Block de Behar’s Borges: The Passion of an Endless
Quotation, also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you studying
a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this How the World Became a
Stage: Presence, Theatricality, and the Question of Modernity, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Stephen Ziegler:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This How the World Became a Stage: Presence,
Theatricality, and the Question of Modernity is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Scot Vines:

Beside this How the World Became a Stage: Presence, Theatricality, and the Question of Modernity in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have How the World Became a Stage: Presence, Theatricality, and
the Question of Modernity because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Bennie Gale:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and How the World Became a Stage: Presence,
Theatricality, and the Question of Modernity or others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different
case, beside science publication, any other book likes How the World Became a Stage: Presence,
Theatricality, and the Question of Modernity to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book



like this one.
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