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Defenders of the Motherland studies how the most powerful social groups in tsarist Russia reacted to the
challenges posed by the Russian Revolutions of 1917. Arguing that elite groups-especially nobles,
landowners, and officers-played an important role in these events, Matthew Rendle shows how the alienation
of tsarist elites from the tsar during the First World War and their support for the new Provisional
Government in February 1917 secured the initial
success of the revolution.

Elites engaged actively with revolutionary politics, serving in the government and forming unions to promote
their interests and gather wider support. In doing so, they fostered fears of counter-revolution amongst the
lower social classes, radicalizing the popular mood and paving the way for the Bolsheviks.

Although increasingly disillusioned with events, elites were not solely counter-revolutionary and were far
from united. A poorly-supported military revolt in August 1917 demonstrated different aspirations for the
future, whilst as many served the Bolshevik regime after October 1917 as opposed it. The divisions that had
existed prior to 1917, exacerbated by the revolution, consequently undermined the White armies' opposition
to Bolshevism during Russia's civil war. Nevertheless, the Bolsheviks'
fear of 'class enemies' was endemic, and their obsession with removing the threat that former elites posed
laid the foundations of the violent and repressive Soviet regime.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Defenders of the Motherland: The
Tsarist Elite in Revolutionary Russia is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joyce Matchett:

This Defenders of the Motherland: The Tsarist Elite in Revolutionary Russia usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Defenders of the Motherland: The
Tsarist Elite in Revolutionary Russia can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Defenders of the Motherland: The Tsarist Elite in
Revolutionary Russia giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Clifford Hudgins:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Defenders of the Motherland: The Tsarist Elite in Revolutionary Russia provide you with new experience in
looking at a book.

Gabriel Badger:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Defenders of the Motherland: The Tsarist Elite in Revolutionary
Russia was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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