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Pope Benedict XVI has made the liturgy a central theme of his pontificate, and he has paid special attention
to the vitally important role of language in prayer. This historical and theological study of the changing role
of Latin in the Roman Catholic Church sheds light on some of the Holy Father's concerns and some of his
recent decisions about the liturgy.

The Fathers of the Second Vatican Council allowed for extended use of the vernacular at Mass, but they
maintained that Latin deserved pride of place in the Roman Rite. The outcome, however, was that modern
translations of the prayers of the Mass replaced the Latin prayers.

What was the reason for the Council's decision and why is there now a desire for greater use of Latin in
Catholic worship? Why have some post-conciliar English translations of the prayers of the Mass been
replaced?

Fr. Lang answers these questions by first analyzing the nature of sacred language. He then traces the
beginnings of Christian prayer to the Scriptures and the Greek spoken at the time of the apostles. Next he
recounts the slow and gradual development of Latin into the sacred language of the Western Church and its
continuing use throughout the Middle Ages. Finally, he addresses the rise of modern languages and the
ongoing question of whether the participation of the laity at Mass is either helped or hindered by the use of
Latin.
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From reader reviews:

Emmanuel Young:

This The Voice of The Church at Prayer are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Voice of The Church at Prayer can be among the great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Voice of The Church at Prayer
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Mary Flynn:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Voice of The Church at Prayer your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Voice
of The Church at Prayer giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Anna Baron:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Voice of The Church at Prayer this book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Jesica Simon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and The Voice of The Church at Prayer or perhaps others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Voice of The
Church at Prayer to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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