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John Nemec examines the beginnings of the non-dual tantric philosophy of the famed Pratyabhij?a or
"Recognition [of God]" School of tenth-century Kashmir, the tradition most closely associated with
Kashmiri Shaivism. In doing so it offers, for the very first time, a critical edition and annotated translation of
a large portion of the first Pratyabhij?a text ever composed, the Sivadrsti of Somananda. In an extended
introduction, Nemec argues that the author presents a unique form of non-dualism, a strict pantheism that
declares all beings and entities found in the universe to be fully identical with the active and willful god Siva.
This view stands in contrast to the philosophically more flexible panentheism of both his disciple and
commentator, Utpaladeva, and the very few other Saiva tantric works that were extant in the author's day.
Nemec also argues that the text was written for the author's fellow tantric initiates, not for a wider audience.
This can be adduced from the structure of the work, the opponents the author addresses, and various other
editorial strategies. Even the author's famous and vociferous arguments against the non-tantric Hindu
grammarians may be shown to have been ultimately directed at an opposing Hindu tantric school that
subscribed to many of the grammarians' philosophical views. Included in the volume is a critical edition and
annotated translation of the first three (of seven) chapters of the text, along with the corresponding chapters
of the commentary. These are the chapters in which Somananda formulates his arguments against opposing
tantric authors and schools of thought. None of the materials made available in the present volume has ever
been translated into English, apart from a brief rendering of the first chapter that was published without the
commentary in 1957. None of the commentary has previously been translated into any language at all.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR Religions in Translation).

Denise Rutledge:

The book untitled The Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR
Religions in Translation) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Gail Nugent:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR
Religions in Translation) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.

Angel Sullivan:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His Tantric Interlocutors (AAR
Religions in Translation) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with that book The Ubiquitous Siva: Somananda's Sivadrsti and His



Tantric Interlocutors (AAR Religions in Translation). You can more inviting than now.
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