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Like a human tsunami, World War II brought two million American servicemen to the South Pacific where
they left a human legacy of some thousands of children. Mothers' Darlings traces the intimate relationships
that existed in the wartime South Pacific between U.S. servicemen and Indigenous women, and considers the
fate of the resulting children. The American military command carefully managed intimate relationships in
the Pacific Theater, applying U.S. immigration law based on race on Pacific peoples of color to prevent
marriage "across the color line." For Indigenous women and their American servicemen sweethearts, legal
marriage was impossible, giving rise to a generation of children known as "G.I. Babies." Among these
Pacific war children, one thing common to almost all is the longing to know more about their American
father. Mothers' Darlings traces these children's stories of loss, emotion, longing, and identity, and of lives
lived in the shadow of global war.

This book considers the way these relationships developed in the major U.S. bases of the South Pacific
Command from Bora Bora in the east across to Solomon Islands in the west, and from the Gilbert Islands in
the north to New Zealand, in the southernmost region of the Pacific. Some chapters consider in-depth case
studies of the life trajectories of one or two people; others are more of a group portrait. Each discusses the
context of the particular island societies and how this often determined the way such intimate relationships
developed and were accommodated during the war years and beyond.

The writers interviewed many of the children of the Americans and some of the few surviving mothers as
well as others who recalled the wartime presence in their islands. Oral histories reveal what the records of
colonial governments and the military largely have ignored, providing a perspective on the effects of the U.S.
occupation that until now has been disregarded by historians of the Pacific war. The richness of this book
should appeal to those interested the Pacific, World War II, as well as intimacy, family, race relations,
colonialism, identity, and the legal structures of U.S. immigration. Some of the participants in this rich study
also told their stories on film—Born of Conflict: Children of the Pacific War, available on YouTube.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Black:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Mothers' Darlings of the South Pacific: The Children of Indigenous
Women and U.S. Servicemen, World War II. Try to make the book Mothers' Darlings of the South Pacific:
The Children of Indigenous Women and U.S. Servicemen, World War II as your pal. It means that it can to
be your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Mary Kerr:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Mothers' Darlings of the South Pacific:
The Children of Indigenous Women and U.S. Servicemen, World War II is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joseph Gabriel:

The e-book with title Mothers' Darlings of the South Pacific: The Children of Indigenous Women and U.S.
Servicemen, World War II posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Paul England:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Mothers' Darlings of the South Pacific:
The Children of Indigenous Women and U.S. Servicemen, World War II can give you a lot of good friends
because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Mothers' Darlings of the South Pacific: The Children of
Indigenous Women and U.S. Servicemen, World War II.
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