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In Christianity, Empire, and the Making of Religion in Late Antiquity, Jeremy M. Schott examines the ways
in which conflicts between Christian and pagan intellectuals over religious, ethnic, and cultural identity
contributed to the transformation of Roman imperial rhetoric and ideology in the early fourth century C.E.
During this turbulent period, which began with Diocletian's persecution of the Christians and ended with
Constantine's assumption of sole rule and the consolidation of a new Christian empire, Christian apologists
and anti-Christian polemicists launched a number of literary salvos in a battle for the minds and souls of the
empire.

Schott focuses on the works of the Platonist philosopher and anti- Christian polemicist Porphyry of Tyre and
his Christian respondents: the Latin rhetorician Lactantius, Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, and the emperor
Constantine. Previous scholarship has tended to narrate the Christianization of the empire in terms of a new
religion's penetration and conquest of classical culture and society. The present work, in contrast, seeks to
suspend the static, essentializing conceptualizations of religious identity that lie behind many studies of
social and political change in late antiquity in order to investigate the processes through which Christian and
pagan identities were constructed. Drawing on the insights of postcolonial discourse analysis, Schott argues
that the production of Christian identity and, in turn, the construction of a Christian imperial discourse were
intimately and inseparably linked to the broader politics of Roman imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Here thing why this particular Christianity, Empire, and the Making of Religion in Late Antiquity
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Christianity, Empire, and the Making of Religion in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Christianity, Empire, and the Making of Religion in Late Antiquity (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Christianity, Empire, and the Making of
Religion in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) in e-book can be your substitute.

Guy Gregory:

The event that you get from Christianity, Empire, and the Making of Religion in Late Antiquity (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Christianity, Empire,
and the Making of Religion in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Christianity, Empire, and the Making of
Religion in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) instantly.

Fred Polak:

The reserve with title Christianity, Empire, and the Making of Religion in Late Antiquity (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Daniel Hanson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social



including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Christianity, Empire, and the Making of Religion in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) when you required it?
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