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Wondrous Brutal Fictions presents eight seminal works from the seventeenth-century Japanese sekkyo and
ko-joruri puppet theaters, many translated into English for the first time. Both poignant and disturbing, they
range from stories of cruelty and brutality to tales of love, charity, and outstanding filial devotion,
representing the best of early Edo-period literary and performance traditions and acting as important
precursors to the Bunraku and Kabuki styles of theater. As works of Buddhist fiction, these texts relate the
histories and miracles of particular buddhas, bodhisattvas, and local deities. Many of their protagonists are
cultural icons, recognizable through their representation in later works of Japanese drama, fiction, and film.
The collection includes such sekkyo “sermon-ballad” classics as Sansho Dayu, Karukaya, and Oguri, as well
as the “old joruri” plays Goo-no-hime and Amida’s Riven Breast. R. Keller Kimbrough provides a critical
introduction to these vibrant performance genres, emphasizing the role of seventeenth-century publishing in
their spread. He also details six major sekkyo chanters and their playbooks, filling a crucial scholarly gap in
early Edo-period theater. More than fifty reproductions of mostly seventeenth-century woodblock
illustrations offer rich, visual foundations for the critical introduction and translated tales. Ideal for students
and scholars of medieval and early modern Japanese literature, theater, and Buddhism, this collection
provides an unprecedented encounter with popular Buddhist drama and its far-reaching impact on literature
and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Oneal:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese
Puppet Theater book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer involving Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early
Japanese Puppet Theater content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese Puppet Theater is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

Anita Jones:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Wondrous
Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese Puppet Theater suitable to you? The particular
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight
Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese Puppet Theateris the main of several books that everyone read now.
This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Alfred Leahy:

Precisely why? Because this Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese
Puppet Theater is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If
I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Judi Orta:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the



Early Japanese Puppet Theater. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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