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Horace's first three books of Odes, published together in 23 B.C., are a masterpiece of Augustan literature
and the culmination of classical lyric. Matthew Santirocco provides the first new critical approach to them in
English in more than two decades.

Drawing on recent works on ancient and modern poetry books and using several contemporary critical
methodologies, Santirocco reveals the Odes both as individual poems and as components in a larger poetic
design. His reading of Horace demonstrates that the ensemble is itself an important context for understanding
and appreciating the poetry.

Reconstructing the history of the ancient poetry book, both Greek and Roman, Santirocco challenges certain
common assumptions about its origin and development. He argues that true parallels for the Odes are not to
be found in the other Augustan books, which are relatively homogeneous in content and form, but in the
heterogeneous collections of Hellenistic writers.

Odes I-III comprise eighty-eight poems in twelve different meters, and in tone and topic they vary widely.
Avoiding the two extremes of past scholarship, which either has searched for a single underlying unity or
else has denied any meaningful design, Santirocco uncovers a variety of both static and dynamic structures
and shows their relevance to the literary interpretation of the poems at all levels. Ultimately, the composition
of a poem and the disposition of the group are shown to be analogous activities. Odes I-III do not constitute a
medley of discrete poems but, instead, approximate the unity of a single ode.
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From reader reviews:

Alonzo Stark:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Unity and Design in Horace's Odes as your daily
resource information.

Judy Brewer:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Unity and Design in Horace's Odes.

Sheila Searcy:

The reason why? Because this Unity and Design in Horace's Odes is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Clara Brownfield:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Unity and Design in Horace's Odes your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous
to. The Unity and Design in Horace's Odes giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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