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What characteristics do children need to become motivated to learn? How do children’s experiences and
relationships affect their cognitive development? How do you provide learning experiences that meet the
developmental needs of every child in your care?

The Thinking Child thoughtfully discusses the key principles of children’s cognitive and intellectual
development alongside descriptions of everyday practice. It clearly explains the cognitive strategies that
children use to learn new knowledge, the development of cognitive milestones such as symbolism, memories
and the imagination, metacognition and creativity along with research into how the brain processes
information.

Throughout the book, the author considers the key characteristics of effective learning and shows how play is
one of the primary mechanisms that children use to access new knowledge and to consolidate their emerging
ideas and concepts. These characteristics are then applied to integral aspects of early years practice to show
how pracitioners can:

motivate children to learn new knowledge about themselves and the world around them;●

help children to develop their own ideas creatively and use this knowledge as a base to learn new things;●

reflect on their own teaching methods to encourage children’s engagement, motivation and creativity●

through effective observation and planning;

engage with parents and carers to help support children’s learning at home whilst maintaining the values of●

the family;



celebrate the uniqueness of each child and provide learning experiences that are appropriate for individuals●

with particular learning needs, be they physical, emotional or cognitive to ensure that every child has an
equal opportunity to succeed.

Emphasising the importance of understanding the theory that underpins children’s cognitive development,
this accessible text shows practitioners how they can use this knowledge to provide learning opportunities
that nourish children’s thinking and creative skills.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Thinking Child: Laying the foundations of understanding and
competence (Foundations of Child Development).

Tamika Sheppard:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The Thinking
Child: Laying the foundations of understanding and competence (Foundations of Child Development).

James Fitzgibbons:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Thinking Child: Laying the foundations of understanding
and competence (Foundations of Child Development) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Kurt Bohnert:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. The Thinking Child: Laying the foundations of understanding and competence
(Foundations of Child Development) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare
time problems.
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