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Guerrilla warfare, border fights, and unorganized skirmishes are all too often the only battles associated with
Missouri during the Civil War. Combined with the state’s distance from both sides’ capitals, this misguided
impression paints Missouri as an insignificant player in the nation’s struggle to define itself. Such notions,
however, are far from an accurate picture of the Midwest state’s contributions to the war’s outcome. Though
traditionally cast in a peripheral role, the conventional warfare of Missouri was integral in the Civil War’s
development and ultimate conclusion. The strategic battles fought by organized armies are often lost amidst
the stories of guerrilla tactics and bloody combat, but in The Civil War in Missouri, Louis S. Gerteis explores
the state’s conventional warfare and its effects on the unfolding of national history.

Both the Union and the Confederacy had a vested interest in Missouri throughout the war. The state offered
control of both the lower Mississippi valley and the Missouri River, strategic areas that could greatly factor
into either side’s success or failure. Control of St. Louis and mid-Missouri were vital for controlling the
West, and rail lines leading across the state offered an important connection between eastern states and the
communities out west. The Confederacy sought to maintain the Ozark Mountains as a northern border, which
allowed concentrations of rebel troops to build in the Mississippi valley. With such valuable stock at risk,
Lincoln registered the importance of keeping rebel troops out of Missouri, and so began the conventional
battles investigated by Gerteis.

The first book-length examination of its kind, The Civil War in Missouri: A Military History dares to
challenge the prevailing opinion that Missouri battles made only minor contributions to the war. Gerteis
specifically focuses not only on the principal conventional battles in the state but also on the effects these
battles had on both sides’ national aspirations. This work broadens the scope of traditional Civil War studies
to include the losses and wins of Missouri, in turn creating a more accurate and encompassing narrative of
the nation’s history.
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From reader reviews:

Madeleine Bandy:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book The Civil War in Missouri: A Military History
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Civil War in Missouri: A Military
History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship using the book The Civil War in Missouri: A Military History (SHADES OF BLUE
& GRAY). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Joseph Haner:

The knowledge that you get from The Civil War in Missouri: A Military History (SHADES OF BLUE &
GRAY) is the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Civil War in Missouri: A
Military History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having that The Civil War in Missouri: A Military History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) instantly.

Paula Mayo:

This The Civil War in Missouri: A Military History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) usually are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Civil War in Missouri: A Military
History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Civil War in Missouri: A Military
History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Matthew Hansen:

Often the book The Civil War in Missouri: A Military History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.
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