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An earthquake can strike without warning and wreak horrific destruction and death, whether it's the
cataclysmic 2008 Sichuan quake in China that killed tens of thousands or a future great earthquake on the
San Andreas Fault in California, which scientists know is inevitable. Yet despite rapid advances in
earthquake science, seismologists still can't predict when the Big One will hit. Predicting the Unpredictable
is the first book to explain why, exploring the fact and fiction behind the science--and pseudoscience--of
earthquake prediction.

Susan Hough traces the continuing quest by seismologists to forecast the time, location, and magnitude of
future quakes--a quest fraught with controversies, spectacular failures, and occasional apparent successes.
She brings readers into the laboratory and out into the field with the pioneers who have sought to develop
reliable methods based on observable phenomena such as small earthquake patterns and electromagnetic
signals. Hough describes attempts that have raised hopes only to collapse under scrutiny, as well as
approaches that seem to hold future promise. She recounts stories of strange occurrences preceding massive
quakes, such as changes in well water levels and mysterious ground fogs. She also ventures to the fringes of
pseudoscience to consider ideas outside the scientific mainstream, from the enduring belief that animals can
sense impending earthquakes to amateur YouTube videos purporting to show earthquake lights prior to large
quakes.

This book is an entertaining and accessible foray into the world of earthquake prediction, one that illuminates
the unique challenges of predicting the unpredictable.
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From reader reviews:

Ben Papenfuss:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Predicting the Unpredictable: The Tumultuous
Science of Earthquake Prediction.

Mindy Simmons:

The actual book Predicting the Unpredictable: The Tumultuous Science of Earthquake Prediction has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Francis Knapp:

Predicting the Unpredictable: The Tumultuous Science of Earthquake Prediction can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in
writing Predicting the Unpredictable: The Tumultuous Science of Earthquake Prediction but doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

April Baker:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Predicting the Unpredictable: The Tumultuous Science of Earthquake
Prediction was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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