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The simple yet grand language of the King James Bible has pervaded American culture from the beginning--
and its powerful eloquence continues to be felt even today. In this book, acclaimed biblical translator and
literary critic Robert Alter traces some of the fascinating ways that American novelists--from Melville,
Hemingway, and Faulkner to Bellow, Marilynne Robinson, and Cormac McCarthy--have drawn on the rich
stylistic resources of the canonical English Bible to fashion their own strongly resonant styles and distinctive
visions of reality. Showing the radically different manners in which the words, idioms, syntax, and cadences
of this Bible are woven into Moby-Dick, Absalom, Absalom!, The Sun Also Rises, Seize the Day, Gilead, and
The Road, Alter reveals the wide variety of stylistic and imaginative possibilities that American novelists
have found in Scripture. At the same time, Alter demonstrates the importance of looking closely at the style
of literary works, making the case that style is not merely an aesthetic phenomenon but is the very medium
through which writers conceive their worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Hodge:

In other case, little persons like to read book Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some
sort of book Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Austin Barnes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Pen of Iron: American Prose and the
King James Bible is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

James Sanford:

The book Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible
is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Carlton Wood:

Exactly why? Because this Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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