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Essay from the year 2015 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1,3,
University of Cologne, language: English, abstract: This paper deals with the socio-cultural parameters of
representation in movies, focussing on a comparative reading of Cooper's (1933) and Jackson's (2005) "King
Kong"-movies.

The academic consideration of movies and their significance regarding the creation and shaping of discourse
is a relatively new, yet fruitful approach to socio-cultural studies (c.f. Erb 1998: 13f. a. Benshoff & Griffin
2004: 3). Like other cultural items, movies reflect the norms and realities of the environment they are
produced in and, thus, feature statements about what their respective culture of origin considers to be
‘normal’ – on both overt and covert, or, conscious and unconscious levels (c.f. Vogler 1978: 109). The
presentation of these notions in Hollywood films offers “keen insights into the ways that different groups of
American people have been treated (and continue to be treated)” (Benshoff & Griffin 2004: 3). It is therefore
important to note that the, albeit fictive, representations of people on screen are also capable of influencing
their perception in real life (c.f. ibid.).

The analysis of genre movies appears to be especially suited for socio-cultural considerations, as these
movies not only provide comparable narrative structures, but also feature recurring tropes (c.f. Stymeist
2009: 395f. a. Benshoff & Griffin 2004: 30f). Furthermore, the extent of their success and endurance mirrors
their respective capability of representing and mediating discourse, as well as contextualizing it with regard
to current social realities (c.f. ibid.).
Taking these parameters into account, it can be argued that the horror genre is particularly promising in this
respect, as it usually features a monster which counters social norms concerning notions such as race, class
and gender (c.f. ibid.). In that, the monster embodies a society’s fears and is sometimes even regarded as a
perversion threatening the status quo which, “in classic Hollywood horror films [...], is conventionally
represented by middle-to-upper-class, white, heterosexual couples and patriarchal institutions” (Benshoff &
Griffin 2004: 31).

Merian Cooper’s King Kong (1933, c.f. Internet Movie Database, IMDb) might arguably be the most striking
example that comes to mind when evaluating the socio-cultural impact of horror movies, especially when
focusing on the representation of race, gender and culture (c.f. Cowlishaw 2006: 1714, Stymeist 2009: 396f.
a. Erb 1998: 13-15). [...]
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From reader reviews:

Dick McAlister:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Notions of Race, Gender and Culture in Cooper's
and Jackson's "King Kong". Try to face the book Notions of Race, Gender and Culture in Cooper's and
Jackson's "King Kong" as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Pedro Engle:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Notions of Race, Gender and Culture
in Cooper's and Jackson's "King Kong" will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Melvin Dwyer:

This Notions of Race, Gender and Culture in Cooper's and Jackson's "King Kong" usually are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Notions of Race, Gender and
Culture in Cooper's and Jackson's "King Kong" can be one of the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Notions of Race, Gender and
Culture in Cooper's and Jackson's "King Kong" giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or



daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Notions
of Race, Gender and Culture in Cooper's and Jackson's "King Kong".
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