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From the dawn of writing in Sumer to the sunset of the Islamic empire, Founding Gods, Inventing Nations
traces four thousand years of speculation on the origins of civilization. Investigating a vast range of primary
sources, some of which are translated here for the first time, and focusing on the dynamic influence of the
Greek, Roman, and Arab conquests of the Near East, William McCants looks at the ways the conquerors and
those they conquered reshaped their myths of civilization's origins in response to the social and political
consequences of empire.

The Greek and Roman conquests brought with them a learned culture that competed with that of native
elites. The conquering Arabs, in contrast, had no learned culture, which led to three hundred years of Muslim
competition over the cultural orientation of Islam, a contest reflected in the culture myths of that time. What
we know today as Islamic culture is the product of this contest, whose protagonists drew heavily on the lore
of non-Arab and pagan antiquity.

McCants argues that authors in all three periods did not write about civilization's origins solely out of pure
antiquarian interest--they also sought to address the social and political tensions of the day. The strategies
they employed and the postcolonial dilemmas they confronted provide invaluable context for understanding
how authors today use myth and history to locate themselves in the confusing aftermath of empire.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Sheri Reagan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a reserve. The book Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and Culture
Myths from Antiquity to Islam it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create
this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Matthew White:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Founding Gods, Inventing Nations:
Conquest and Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and
Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam become your own starter.

Jonathan Smith:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and Culture
Myths from Antiquity to Islam can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book
you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have
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