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On a September afternoon in 1853, three African American men from St. Philip's Church walked into the
Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of New York and took their seats among five hundred wealthy and
powerful white church leaders. Ultimately, and with great reluctance, the Convention had acceded to the
men's request: official recognition for St. Philip's, the first African American Episcopal church in New York
City. In Faith in Their Own Color, Craig D. Townsend tells the remarkable story of St. Philip's and its
struggle to create an autonomous and independent church. His work unearths a forgotten chapter in the
history of New York City and African Americans and sheds new light on the ways religious faith can both
reinforce and overcome racial boundaries.

Founded in 1809, St. Philip's had endured a fire; a riot by anti-abolitionists that nearly destroyed the church;
and more than forty years of discrimination by the Episcopalian hierarchy. In contrast to the majority of
African Americans, who were flocking to evangelical denominations, the congregation of St. Philip's sought
to define itself within an overwhelmingly white hierarchical structure. Their efforts reflected the tension
between their desire for self-determination, on the one hand, and acceptance by a white denomination, on the
other.

The history of St. Philip's Church also illustrates the racism and extraordinary difficulties African Americans
confronted in antebellum New York City, where full abolition did not occur until 1827. Townsend describes
the constant and complex negotiation of the divide between black and white New Yorkers. He also recounts
the fascinating stories of historically overlooked individuals who built and fought for St. Philip's, including
Rev. Peter Williams, the second African American ordained in the Episcopal Church; Dr. James McCune
Smith, the first African American to earn an M.D.; pickling magnate Henry Scott; the combative priest
Alexander Crummell; and John Jay II, the grandson of the first chief justice of the Supreme Court and an
ardent abolitionist, who helped secure acceptance of St. Philip's.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Campbell:

Here thing why that Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion
and American Culture) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Faith in Their
Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture) giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and
American Culture). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York
City (Religion and American Culture) in e-book can be your choice.

Katrina Varga:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians
in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture) book since this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Philip Kirkpatrick:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Faith in Their
Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture) suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Faith in Their Own
Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture)is the main one
of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
on this book.

Tracey Cook:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Faith in Their Own Color: Black



Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the book Faith
in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture)
can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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