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Jeffrey Record has specialized in investigating the causes of war. In The Specter of Munich: Reconsidering
the Lessons of Appeasing Hitler (Potomac Books, Inc., 2006), he contended that Hitler could not have been
deterred from going to war by any action the Allies could plausibly have taken. In Beating Goliath: Why
Insurgencies Win (Potomac Books, Inc., 2007), Record reviewed eleven insurgencies and evaluated the
reasons for their success or failure, including the insurgents’ stronger will to prevail. Wanting War: Why the
Bush Administration Invaded Iraq (Potomac Books, Inc., 2009) includes one of Record’s most cogent
explanations of why an often uncritical belief in one’s own victory is frequently (but not always) a critical
component of the decision to make war.

Record incorporates the lessons of these earlier books in his latest, A War It Was Always Going to Lose: Why
Japan Attacked America in 1941. The attack on Pearl Harbor is one of the most perplexing cases in living
memory of a weaker power seeming to believe that it could vanquish a clearly superior force. On closer
inspection, however, Record finds that Japan did not believe it could win; yet, the Japanese imperial
command decided to attack the United States anyway.

Conventional explanations that Japan’s leaders were criminally stupid, wildly deluded, or just plumb crazy
don’t fully answer all our questions, Record finds. Instead, he argues, the Japanese were driven by an
insatiable appetite for national glory and economic security via the conquest of East Asia. The scope of their
ambitions and their fear of economic destruction overwhelmed their knowledge that the likelihood of
winning was slim and propelled them into a war they were always going to lose.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Acuna:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A War It Was Always Going to Lose: Why Japan Attacked America
in 1941.

Teresita Donahue:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot
of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The A War It Was
Always Going to Lose: Why Japan Attacked America in 1941 will give you new experience in studying a
book.

Joseph Rankins:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is A War It Was Always Going to Lose: Why Japan Attacked America in 1941 this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Mark Smith:

This A War It Was Always Going to Lose: Why Japan Attacked America in 1941 is new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this A
War It Was Always Going to Lose: Why Japan Attacked America in 1941 can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication



especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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