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What did the Romans know about their world? Quite a lot, as Daryn Lehoux makes clear in this fascinating
and much-needed contribution to the history and philosophy of ancient science. Lehoux contends that even
though many of the Romans’ views about the natural world have no place in modern science—the umbrella-
footed monsters and dog-headed people that roamed the earth and the stars that foretold human
destinies—their claims turn out not to be so radically different from our own.

 

Lehoux draws upon a wide range of sources from what is unquestionably the most prolific period of ancient
science, from the first century BC to the second century AD. He begins with Cicero’s theologico-
philosophical trilogy On the Nature of the Gods, On Divination, and On Fate, illustrating how Cicero’s
engagement with nature is closely related to his concerns in politics, religion, and law. Lehoux then guides
readers through highly technical works by Galen and Ptolemy, as well as the more philosophically oriented
physics and cosmologies of Lucretius, Plutarch, and Seneca, all the while exploring the complex
interrelationships between the objects of scientific inquiry and the norms, processes, and structures of that
inquiry. This includes not only the tools and methods the Romans used to investigate nature, but also the
Romans’ cultural, intellectual, political, and religious perspectives. Lehoux concludes by sketching a
methodology that uses the historical material he has carefully explained to directly engage the philosophical
questions of incommensurability, realism, and relativism.

 

By situating Roman arguments about the natural world in their larger philosophical, political, and rhetorical
contexts, What Did the Romans Know? demonstrates that the Romans had sophisticated and novel
approaches to nature, approaches that were empirically rigorous, philosophically rich, and epistemologically
complex.     
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From reader reviews:

Rolanda Parker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into
Science and Worldmaking is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Carlson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry
into Science and Worldmaking guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty What Did the
Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking as good book not merely by the cover but also
by content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Eddie Horton:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and
Worldmaking this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.

Regina Wingler:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. So , this What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking
can make you sense more interested to read.
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