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Ludwig van Beethoven's Variations on a Swiss Song, K. WoO 64, was composed in 1790, when the
composer was not over twenty years of age.

This selection, long a favorite of piano students and teachers, becomes even more interesting when the story
behind the work is known. To understand exactly how this piece should be performed the first question that
needs answering is, "Variations on what Swiss song?"

The name of the song is Dursli and Babeli, and the melody and the words may be found in almost any late
eighteenth-century or early nineteenth-century collection of old Swiss or German folk tunes. Among the
most famous collections that include it are those of Reichardt, Herder and Müller. These sources date
between 1781 and 1789. While some nineteenth century sources present the text of this song with as many as
eleven verses, and with some changes in the words to the original stanzas, only seven verses were known
when Beethoven wrote his variations, and the song was very popular. Goethe was said to be very fond of this
song, which he describes as "a charming story of peasant love." The poet Herder wrote, "The melody is light
and soaring like a lark, and the dialect swings the words along in a way that can scarcely be appreciated
when one simply sees them on paper." Perhaps the most amusing aspect of this work is Beethoven's use of
the staccato notes to imitate the clipped Swiss-German dialect. This piece provides an excellent example of
the composer's use of three kinds of articulation marks, namely the wedge which indicated a normal staccato
(not necessarily accented); the dot which was held a bit longer, and the dot under the slur, which was held
still longer. It will be noted by those who have even a slight knowledge of the German language that the
dialect used in the poem has staccato characteristics.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Chung:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it
means that publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. These are reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found
difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Variations on a Swiss Song: Late
Intermediate Piano Solo (Alfred Masterwork Edition).

Lidia Flynn:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Variations on a Swiss Song: Late
Intermediate Piano Solo (Alfred Masterwork Edition) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Maxine Ford:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Variations on a Swiss Song: Late Intermediate
Piano Solo (Alfred Masterwork Edition) to read.

Rex Vogler:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Variations on a Swiss Song: Late Intermediate
Piano Solo (Alfred Masterwork Edition) as your daily resource information.
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