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Winner of the 2016 Prime Minister's Award for Fiction

Joan London, author of Gilgamesh, gives her readers an immensely satisfying and generous-hearted story
about displacement, recovery, resilience, and love with The Golden Age.
 
Thirteen-year-old Frank Gold’s family, Hungarian jews, escape the perils of World War II to the safety of
Australia in the 1940s. But not long after their arrival Frank is diagnosed with polio. He is sent to a
sprawling children’s hospital called The Golden Age, where he meets Elsa, the most beautiful girl he has
ever seen, a girl who radiates pure light. Frank and Elsa fall in love, fueling one another’s rehabilitation,
facing the perils of polio and adolescence hand in hand, and scandalizing the prudish staff of The Golden
Age.
 
Meanwhile, Frank and Elsa’s parents must cope with their changing realities. Elsa’s mother Margaret, who
has given up everything to be a perfect mother, must reconcile her hopes and dreams with her daughter’s
sickness. Frank’s parents, transplants to Australia from a war-torn Europe, are isolated newcomers in a
country that they do not love and that does not seem to love them. Frank’s mother Ida, a renowned pianist in
Hungary, refuses to allow the western deserts of Australia to become her home. But her husband, Meyer,
slowly begins to free himself from the past and integrate into a new society.
 
With tenderness and humor, The Golden Age tells a deeply moving story about illness and recovery. It is a
book about learning to navigate the unfamiliar, about embracing music, poetry, death, and, most importantly,
life.

Awards
2015 Patrick White Literary Award
2015 Kibble Literary Award
Queensland Premier's Award for Fiction
New South Wales Premier's People's Choice Award

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Golden Age can be good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Cassie Merritt:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Golden Age that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able
to pick The Golden Age become your personal starter.

Ernest Nunez:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Golden Age can give you a lot of close friends
because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Golden Age.

Mary Adams:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Golden Age or others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Golden Age to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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