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The concept of the imaginary is pervasive within contemporary thought, yet can be a baffling and often
controversial term. In Imagination and the Imaginary, Kathleen Lennon explores the links between
imagination - regarded as the faculty of creating images or forms - and the imaginary, which links such
imagery with affect or emotion and captures the significance which the world carries for us.

Beginning with an examination of contrasting theories of imagination proposed by Hume and Kant, Lennon
argues that the imaginary is not something in opposition to the real, but the very faculty through which the
world is made real to us. She then turns to the vexed relationship between perception and imagination and,
drawing on Kant, Merleau-Ponty and Sartre, explores some fundamental questions, such as whether there is
a distinction between the perceived and the imagined; the relationship between imagination and creativity;
and the role of the body in perception and imagination. Invoking also Spinoza and Coleridge, Lennon argues
that, far from being a realm of illusion, the imaginary world is our most direct mode of perception. She then
explores the role the imaginary plays in the formation of the self and the social world.

A unique feature of the volume is that it compares and contrasts a philosophical tradition of thinking about
the imagination - running from Kant and Hume to Strawson and John McDowell - with the work of
phenomenological, psychoanalytic, poststructuralist and feminist thinkers such as Merleau-Ponty, Sartre,
Lacan, Castoriadis, Irigaray, Gatens and Lloyd. This makes Imagination and the Imaginary essential reading
for students and scholars working in phenomenology, philosophy of perception, social theory, cultural
studies and aesthetics.

Cover Image: Bronze Bowl with Lace, Ursula Von Rydingsvard, 2014. Courtesy the artist, Galerie Lelong
and Yorkshire Sculpture Park. Photo Jonty Wilde.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

The book Imagination and the Imaginary gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Imagination and the Imaginary being
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a
book Imagination and the Imaginary. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Julie Slocum:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Imagination
and the Imaginary suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Imagination and the Imaginaryis the main one of several books in which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Lionel Huggins:

The book untitled Imagination and the Imaginary contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

David Baxter:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Imagination and the Imaginary when you essential it?
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