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“We’re becoming like Europe.” This expression captures many Americans’ sense that something has
changed in American economic life since the Great Recession’s onset in 2008: that an economy once
characterized by commitments to economic liberty, rule of law, limited government, and personal
responsibility has drifted in a distinctly “European” direction.

Americans see, across the Atlantic, European economies faltering under enormous debt; overburdened
welfare states; governments controlling close to fifty percent of the economy; high taxation; heavily
regulated labor markets; aging populations; and large numbers of public-sector workers. They also see a
European political class seemingly unable—and, in some cases, unwilling—to implement economic reform,
and seemingly more concerned with preserving its own privileges. Looking at their own society, Americans
are increasingly asking themselves: “Is this our future?”

In Becoming Europe, Samuel Gregg examines economic culture—the values and institutions that inform our
economic priorities—to explain how European economic life has drifted in the direction of what Alexis de
Tocqueville called “soft despotism,” and the ways in which similar trends are manifesting themselves in the
United States. America, Gregg argues, is not yet Europe; the good news is that economic decline need not be
its future. The path to recovery lies in the distinctiveness of American economic culture. Yet there are
ominous signs that some of the cultural foundations of America’s historically unparalleled economic success
are being corroded in ways that are not easily reversible—and the European experience should serve as the
proverbial canary in the coal mine.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture,
and How America Can Avoid a European Future is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Tonya Sewell:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture, and How America Can Avoid a European Future your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture,
and How America Can Avoid a European Future giving you a different experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Melissa Gusman:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This e-book Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture, and How America Can Avoid a
European Future was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.

Mary Chapa:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through
the book Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture, and How America Can Avoid a European Future
we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your



life at this book Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture, and How America Can Avoid a European
Future. You can more attractive than now.
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