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What is happening to American youth today? There is a mountain of statistics gathered about our children,
but it is often hard to know what the numbers mean. Dona Schneider argues that "sound- bite statistics" on
teenage pregnancy or child abuse can mislead us and create bad public policy. But a closer look at those
same statistics can give us a window on tomorrow's public health and social problems.

To show how the statistics can both disguise and highlight problems, Schneider alternates a discussion of the
numbers with vivid encounters with individual children and adults: the middle-class black high school
student's offhand explanation about how to get a gun; a vital statistics bureau worker's astonishment at his
own classification as Hispanic; a young woman's pleasure in holding down a job after teachers dismissed her
as learning disabled; and a latchkey child's nightmare of coming home from school to an empty house when
she was sick.

This book guides us through the morass of numbers bandied about to describe the state of America's
children—what the numbers tell us and what they don't—and it offers a call for action. Comprehensive in its
treatment of all groups of children and accessible in style, this book is essential for anyone concerned about
children in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Tobias:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled American Childhood: Risks and Realities. Try to make the book American
Childhood: Risks and Realities as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Edward Foland:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This American Childhood: Risks and
Realities is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Donna Vandyne:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book American Childhood: Risks and Realities it is very good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Carol Ratliff:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The American Childhood: Risks and Realities will give you new experience in examining a book.
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