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Critical discussions of the Victorian realist novel tend to focus on its vivid representations of everyday life.
The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real proposes that the genre is founded in desire, moving the novels not
towards a shared reality but rather toward distinct fantasies: dreams of the real.

Rather than simply redefine Victorian realism or propose a new canon for it, The Victorian Novel Dreams of
the Real argues that the real is inevitably, for the Victorian realist novel, an object of desire: what the novel
seeks to capture and represent. A novel's construction of the real is therefore inseparable from its fantasy of
the real--a formulation Audrey Jaffe refers to as "realist fantasy." One way in which this simultaneity
manifests itself is that the conventions novels frequently use to represent characters' dreams, daydreams, and
fantasies overlap with those each novel uses to create its realist effects. In new readings of Victorian novels
(including Eliot's Adam Bede, Dickens's Oliver Twist, Hardy's The Mayor of Casterbridge and The Return of
the Native, Trollope's Orley Farm, and Wilkie Collins's Armadale), The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real
demonstrates that one of the signal effects of this overlapping is Victorian realism's construction of the real
as an object of readerly desire.

Jaffe shows that realism and fantasy in the Victorian realist novel are not opposed, but rather occupy the
same space and are shaped by the same conventions. Revisiting and reconsidering key elements of realist
novel theory (including metonymy; the insignificant detail; character interiority; the representation of
everyday life and the idea of disillusionment), The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real also uncovers and
anatomizes representational strategies unique to each text.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

The experience that you get from The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology could
be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real:
Conventions and Ideology giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
that The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology instantly.

William Farley:

This The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Victorian Novel Dreams of the
Real: Conventions and Ideology can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Nicholas Riley:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology it is
very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Jesus Moreno:

You may get this The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching



what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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