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Southampton has a long maritime history that can be traced from the invasion of Britain by the Romans in
AD70, but the construction of the docks really began from an Act of Parliament in 1803 that made it possible
to develop quays and warehouses.
The Story of Southampton Docks traces the history and development of the docks over the last two centuries.
It looks at dock management and the construction of both Old and New Docks during the period when the
docks were known as ‘railway docks’, managed by London & South Western Railway and later the Southern
Railway. It was a time when the docks became famous as the ‘Gateway to the World’ and the period known
as the ‘Golden Age of Ocean Travel.’ With the outbreak of the Second World War the docks came under the
control of the War Department, a time when the docks were heavily bombed. From 1945 the dock
management was faced with competition for trade from abroad, the need to reconstruct the docks after the
wartime bombing and labour disputes.
The book also covers the problems that faced both management and docks labour force. It highlights when
the ports were privatised and the introduction of Associated British Ports to manage Southampton Docks.
The huge reduction of the dock labour force through redundancies, and retraining of the remaining
workforce compelled the docks to be more competitive in the world market.
21st century trade is increasing in Southampton Docks, with larger container ships and car carriers visiting,
but the biggest change is the development of the cruise industry.
Interviews from management, union, ‘dockies’ and other involved sources give interesting, enlightening and
often humorous first-hand accounts of life in and around the docks during this time.
The book contains 250 photographs and illustration, including many published for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

This book untitled The Story of Southampton Docks to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Janice Perry:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Story of Southampton Docks guide
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Story of Southampton Docks as good book not
merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nicol Thomas:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Story of Southampton Docks was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Story of Southampton Docks has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Story of Southampton Docks we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Story of Southampton Docks.
You can more appealing than now.
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