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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: A, Syracuse University (USA) (USA: Syracuse University), 6 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: This paper analyzes the question of how and why grammatical gender got lost in English.
In order to do so, it reviews the recent literature on gender shifts in Old English and Middle English. The
paper identifies several theoretical explanations based on both diachronic studies of English and general
theoretical studies of gender. More concretely, the paper discusses the work of Greville Corbett (1991) on
gender, Anne Curzan’s (2003) analysis on gender shifts in the history of English, and Charles Jones’s (1988)
assumption of a possible paradigm shift in Old English. At the same time, older studies are given as an
example for why certain premises did not work in the past.
The paper first coments the relationship of English within the language families, provides a linguistic
definition of grammatical gender, and describes major properties of the Modern English gender systems as
well as those of the Old English gender system. It looks at the morphological and syntactic changes that
triggered a shift in the English gender system. It is argued that not only external changes but also an
underlying paradigm shift induced the demise of grammatical gender in Old English. In addition, the role of
the personal pronouns is analyzed. According to Curzan (2003) and Corbett (1991) the role of the personal
pronouns may prove to be the key in explaining the shift in the gender system.
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From reader reviews:

Wilhelmina Kane:

The book The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english will bring that you the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just
read, this book very suitable to you. The book The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Rodolfo Odum:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Francis Corder:

This The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The loss of grammatical gender
in the history of english can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life and knowledge.

Debbie Yarborough:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
The loss of grammatical gender in the history of english when you desired it?
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