
The french influence on the english vocabulary in
middle english

Claudia Stehr

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B007I6RB3S
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B007I6RB3S
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B007I6RB3S


The french influence on the english vocabulary in middle
english

Claudia Stehr

The french influence on the english vocabulary in middle english Claudia Stehr
Seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 1,3, Technical University of Braunschweig (Englisches Seminar), course: Historical Linguistics, 7
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The French influence on the English vocabulary had
its greatest expansion in the period of the Middle English (1150 – 1500). During this time over 10,000
French words were adapted into the English language and about 75 per cent of these are still in use. The
reasons for that are, firstly, the bilingualism in England which had been prevailing since the Norman
Conquest in 1066. Secondly, the English culture was regarded as inferior, i.e. it had more to gain from the
language spoken by the upper classes.

Although, these extensive changes were important for the improvement of the English language, there were
also disadvantages to it. The loss of native words, the different Middle English dialects, the need of a
Standard English are only some examples for this. Does that mean the English we speak today would not
have been the same, if there had been no French influence? Undoubtedly, every influence on something does
change the circumstances of it, otherwise it would not be an influence.

The question now would be, if English really profited from the French language or if it was more a drawback
to its further development. I want to deal with this matter of fact in my research paper. I will show the
historical conditions from the Norman Conquest up to the 15th century in a diachronical way, as it is
important to know about the situation in England at that time to understand the changes in the English
language. As the French influence hardly affected the English grammar, I only consider the changes in the
vocabulary. I also briefly refer to other language borrowings to show that the French influence was not the
only one, but the most effective in the period of great change – the Middle English.
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From reader reviews:

William Reeves:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The
french influence on the english vocabulary in middle english. All type of book are you able to see on many
options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ronald Fowler:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for us. The book The french influence on the english vocabulary in
middle english ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The french influence on the english vocabulary
in middle english is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together
with the book The french influence on the english vocabulary in middle english. You never really feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Patrick Spradlin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This guide The french influence on the english vocabulary in middle
english was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Rose Rowe:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The french influence on the english vocabulary in
middle english to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
go through it. Beside that the publication The french influence on the english vocabulary in middle english
can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of this time.
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