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Most philosophy has rejected the theater, denouncing it as a place of illusion or moral decay; the theater in
turn has rejected philosophy, insisting that drama deals in actions, not ideas. Challenging both views, The
Drama of Ideas shows that theater and philosophy have been crucially intertwined from the start.

Plato is the presiding genius of this alternative history. The Drama of Ideas presents Plato not only as a
theorist of drama, but also as a dramatist himself, one who developed a dialogue-based dramaturgy that
differs markedly from the standard, Aristotelian view of theater. Puchner discovers scores of dramatic
adaptations of Platonic dialogues, the most immediate proof of Plato's hitherto unrecognized influence on
theater history. Drawing on these adaptations, Puchner shows that Plato was central to modern drama as
well, with figures such as Wilde, Shaw, Pirandello, Brecht, and Stoppard using Plato to create a new drama
of ideas. Puchner then considers complementary developments in philosophy, offering a theatrical history of
philosophy that includes Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Burke, Sartre, Camus, and Deleuze. These philosophers
proceed with constant reference to theater, using theatrical terms, concepts, and even dramatic techniques in
their writings.

The Drama of Ideas mobilizes this double history of philosophical theater and theatrical philosophy to
subject current habits of thought to critical scrutiny. In dialogue with contemporary thinkers such as Martha
Nussbaum, Iris Murdoch, and Alain Badiou, Puchner formulates the contours of a "dramatic Platonism."
This new Platonism does not seek to return to an idealist theory of forms, but it does point beyond the
reigning philosophies of the body, of materialism and of cultural relativism.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

The book The Drama of Ideas: Platonic Provocations in Theater and Philosophy can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Drama of
Ideas: Platonic Provocations in Theater and Philosophy? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book The Drama of Ideas: Platonic Provocations in Theater and Philosophy has simple shape
but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Willie Grajeda:

This book untitled The Drama of Ideas: Platonic Provocations in Theater and Philosophy to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Mathew Munz:

This The Drama of Ideas: Platonic Provocations in Theater and Philosophy is brand new way for you who
has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Drama of
Ideas: Platonic Provocations in Theater and Philosophy can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Laura Buscher:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Drama of Ideas: Platonic
Provocations in Theater and Philosophy to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Drama of Ideas: Platonic Provocations in
Theater and Philosophy can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of their time.
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