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Webb Keane argues that by looking at representations as concrete practices we may find them to be
thoroughly entangled in the tensions and hazards of social existence. This book explores the performances
and transactions that lie at the heart of public events in contemporary Anakalang, on the Indonesian island of
Sumba. Weaving together sharply observed narrative, close analysis of poetic speech and valuable objects,
and far-reaching theoretical discussion, Signs of Recognition explores the risks endemic in representational
practices. An awareness of risk is embedded in the very forms of ritual speech and exchange. The
possibilities for failure and slippage reveal people's mutual vulnerabilities and give words and things part of
their power. Keane shows how the dilemmas posed by the effort to use and control language and objects are
implicated with general problems of power, authority, and agency. He persuades us to look differently at
ideas of voice and value. Integrating the analysis of words and things, this book contributes to a wide range
of fields, including linguistic anthropology, cultural studies, social theory, and the studies of material culture,
art, and political economy.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

The book Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an Indonesian Society can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a
good thing like a book Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an Indonesian
Society? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an Indonesian Society has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open
up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gina Hill:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Signs of Recognition: Powers and
Hazards of Representation in an Indonesian Society book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Joel Connolly:

Beside this specific Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an Indonesian Society in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an
Indonesian Society because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Floyd Brown:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book Signs
of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an Indonesian Society. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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