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Richard Williamson’s First Steps toward Détente provides a history of negotiations conducted from 1958-
1963 between the United States, its Western allies in Europe, and the Soviet Union, in order to resolve the
Berlin crisis. These negotiations established ongoing patterns of backchannel, ambassadorial, foreign
minister and heads of state discussions. From Khrushchev's visit to the United States in 1959 and the difficult
Paris 1960 and Vienna 1961 summits to the construction of the Berlin Wall, disarmament remained a parallel
concern dependent on Berlin’s resolution. Throughout most of 1962, the United States and Soviets made
rigorous attempts to break a stalemate at Checkpoint Charlie, though neither side was truly ready to forfeit.
Ultimately, the renewal of Berlin harassments and the Cuban missile crisis put an end to these efforts, but the
closer relations that had developed through Berlin talks helped to enable the Limited Test Ban Treaty in
1963.
The Berlin Crisis signaled a transition away from multilateral East-West relations to a bilateral U.S.-Soviet
relationship, remaining oriented to military positions in Germany. In this book, Williamson explores the
significance of these events and shows how the negotiations held between 1958 and 1963 provided the
templates for détente.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the reserve untitled First Steps toward Détente: American Diplomacy in the Berlin Crisis,
1958-1963 can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

William Murphy:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is actually First Steps toward Détente: American Diplomacy in the Berlin Crisis,
1958-1963.

Elizabeth Bello:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like First Steps toward Détente:
American Diplomacy in the Berlin Crisis, 1958-1963 which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.

Robert Maas:

You will get this First Steps toward Détente: American Diplomacy in the Berlin Crisis, 1958-1963 by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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