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The Founders wrote in 1776 that "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" are unalienable American rights.
In The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War, Carl M. Cannon shows how this single phrase is one of almost
unbelievable historical power. It was this rich rhetorical vein that New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and
President George W. Bush tapped into after 9/11 when they urged Americans to go to ballgames, to shop, to
do things that made them happy even in the face of unrivaled horror. From the Revolutionary War to the
current War on Terrorism, Americans have lived out this creed. They have been helped in this effort by their
elected leaders, who in times of war inevitably hark back to Jefferson's soaring language. If the former
Gotham mayor and the current president had perfect pitch in the days after September 11, so too have
American presidents and other leaders throughout our nation's history.

In this book, Mr. Cannon—a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist—traces the roots of Jefferson's powerful
phrase and explores how it has been embraced by wartime presidents for two centuries. Mr. Cannon draws
on original research at presidential libraries and interviews with Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, George H.
W. Bush, and Bill Clinton, among others. He discussed with the presidents exactly what the phrase means to
them. Mr. Cannon charts how Americans' understanding of the pursuit of happiness has changed through the
years as the nation itself has changed.

In the end, America's political leaders have all come to the same conclusion as its spiritual leaders: True
happiness—either for a nation or an individual—does not come from conquest or fortune or even from the
attainment of freedom itself. It comes in the pursuit of happiness for the benefit of others. This may be one
truth that contemporary liberals and conservatives can agree on. John McCain and Jimmy Carter both
envision happiness as a sacrifice to a higher calling, embodied in everything from McCain's time as a
prisoner of war to the N
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American
Political Challenges). Try to make the book The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American Political
Challenges) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Andrew Thompson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American Political Challenges).

Virginia Shrader:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War
(American Political Challenges) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still question The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American Political Challenges) as good book not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Christopher Williams:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American Political Challenges). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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