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If racially offensive epithets are banned on CNN air time and in the pages of USA Today, Jonathan Arac
asks, shouldn’t a fair hearing be given to those who protest their use in an eighth-grade classroom? Placing
Mark Twain’s comic masterpiece, Huckleberry Finn, in the context of long-standing American debates about
race and culture, Jonathan Arac has written a work of scholarship in the service of citizenship.

     Huckleberry Finn, Arac points out, is America’s most beloved book, assigned in schools more than any
other work because it is considered both the “quintessential American novel” and “an important weapon
against racism.” But when some parents, students, and teachers have condemned the book’s repeated use of
the word “nigger,” their protests have been vehemently and often snidely countered by cultural authorities,
whether in the universities or in the New York Times and the Washington Post. The paradoxical result, Arac
contends, is to reinforce racist structures in our society and to make a sacred text of an important book that
deserves thoughtful reading and criticism. Arac does not want to ban Huckleberry Finn, but to provide a
context for fairer, fuller, and better-informed debates.

     Arac shows how, as the Cold War began and the Civil Rights movement took hold, the American critics
Lionel Trilling, Henry Nash Smith, and Leo Marx transformed the public image of Twain’s novel from a
popular “boy’s book” to a central document of American culture. Huck’s feelings of brotherhood with the
slave Jim, it was implied, represented all that was right and good in American culture and democracy.
Drawing on writings by novelists, literary scholars, journalists, and historians, Arac revisits the era of the
novel’s setting in the 1840s, the period in the 1880s when Twain wrote and published the book, and the
post–World War II era, to refute many deeply entrenched assumptions about Huckleberry Finn and its place
in cultural history, both nationally and globally. Encompassing discussion of Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Frederick Douglass, Ralph Ellison, Archie Bunker, James Baldwin, Shelley Fisher Fishkin, and Mark
Fuhrman, Arac’s book is trenchant, lucid, and timely.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Hodges:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Huckleberry Finn as Idol and Target:
The Functions of Criticism in Our Time (Wisconsin Project on American Writers)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Carlton Solley:

The particular book Huckleberry Finn as Idol and Target: The Functions of Criticism in Our Time
(Wisconsin Project on American Writers) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very
ideal to you. The book Huckleberry Finn as Idol and Target: The Functions of Criticism in Our Time
(Wisconsin Project on American Writers) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Tracy Cluck:

The particular book Huckleberry Finn as Idol and Target: The Functions of Criticism in Our Time
(Wisconsin Project on American Writers) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just
before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article
book.

Alfred Gates:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims
Huckleberry Finn as Idol and Target: The Functions of Criticism in Our Time (Wisconsin Project on
American Writers).
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