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When facing a moral dilemma, Isabel Dalhousie--Edinburgh philosopher, amateur detective, and title
character of a series of novels by best-selling author Alexander McCall Smith--often refers to the great
twentieth-century poet W. H. Auden. This is no accident: McCall Smith has long been fascinated by Auden.
Indeed, the novelist, best known for his No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency series, calls the poet not only the
greatest literary discovery of his life but also the best of guides on how to live. In this book, McCall Smith
has written a charming personal account about what Auden has done for him--and what he just might do for
you.

Part self-portrait, part literary appreciation, the book tells how McCall Smith first came across the poet's
work in the 1970s, while teaching law in Belfast, a violently divided city where Auden's "September 1,
1939," a poem about the outbreak of World War II, strongly resonated. McCall Smith goes on to reveal how
his life has related to and been inspired by other Auden poems ever since. For example, he describes how he
has found an invaluable reflection on life's transience in "As I Walked Out One Evening," while "The More
Loving One" has provided an instructive meditation on unrequited love. McCall Smith shows how Auden
can speak to us throughout life, suggesting how, despite difficulties and change, we can celebrate
understanding, acceptance, and love for others.

An enchanting story about how art can help us live, this book will appeal to McCall Smith's fans and anyone
curious about Auden.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Albright:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take What W. H. Auden Can Do for You (Writers
on Writers) as your daily resource information.

Amanda Doss:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this What W. H. Auden
Can Do for You (Writers on Writers).

Vickie Kay:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The What W. H.
Auden Can Do for You (Writers on Writers) will give you new experience in examining a book.

Andrew Gillon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this What W. H. Auden Can Do for You (Writers on Writers) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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