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Seven hundred and fifty Jewish refugees fled Nazi Germany and founded the agricultural settlement of Sosúa
in the Dominican Republic, then ruled by one of Latin America’s most repressive dictators, General Rafael
Trujillo. In Tropical Zion, Allen Wells, a distinguished historian and the son of a Sosúa settler, tells the
compelling story of General Trujillo, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and those fortunate pioneers who founded
a successful employee-owned dairy cooperative on the north shore of the island.

Why did a dictator admit these desperate refugees when so few nations would accept those fleeing fascism?
Eager to mollify international critics after his army had massacred 15,000 unarmed Haitians, Trujillo sent
representatives to Évian, France, in July, 1938 for a conference on refugees from Nazism. Proposed by FDR
to deflect criticism from his administration’s restrictive immigration policies, the Évian Conference proved
an abject failure. The Dominican Republic was the only nation that agreed to open its doors. Obsessed with
stemming the tide of Haitian migration across his nation’s border, the opportunistic Trujillo sought to
“whiten” the Dominican populace, welcoming Jewish refugees who were themselves subject to racist scorn
in Europe.

The Roosevelt administration sanctioned the Sosúa colony. Since the United States did not accept Jewish
refugees in significant numbers, it encouraged Latin America to do so. That prodding, paired with FDR’s
overriding preoccupation with fighting fascism, strengthened U.S. relations with Latin American
dictatorships for decades to come. Meanwhile, as Jewish organizations worked to get Jews out of Europe,
discussions about the fate of worldwide Jewry exposed fault lines between Zionists and Non-Zionists.
Throughout his discussion of these broad dynamics, Wells weaves vivid narratives about the founding of
Sosúa, the original settlers and their families, and the life of the unconventional beach-front colony.
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From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of
Sosúa (American Encounters/Global Interactions) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you even now thinking Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

John Edmondson:

This Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason
why of this Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Arthur Mead:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American
Encounters/Global Interactions), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Christopher Wilkerson:

You may get this Tropical Zion: General Trujillo, FDR, and the Jews of Sosúa (American Encounters/Global



Interactions) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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