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The Arab Spring, with its calls for sweeping political change, marked the most profound popular uprising in
the Middle East for generations. But if the nascent democracies born of these protests are to succeed in the
absence of a strong democratic tradition, their success will depend in part on an understanding of how
Middle Easterners view themselves, their allegiances to family and religion, and their relationship with the
wider world in which they are increasingly integrated.

Many of these same questions were raised by Alexis de Tocqueville during his 1831 tour of America, itself
then a rising democracy. Joshua Mitchell spent years teaching Tocqueville’s classic account, Democracy in
America, in America and the Arab Gulf and, with Tocqueville in Arabia, he offers a profound personal take.
One of the reasons for the book’s widespread popularity in the region is that its commentary on the
challenges of democracy and the seemingly contradictory concepts of equality and individuality continue to
speak to current debates. While Mitchell’s American students tended to value the individualism of
commercial self-interest, his Middle Eastern students had grave doubts about individualism and a deep
suspicion for capitalism, which they saw as risking the destruction of long-held loyalties and obligations.
When asked about suffering, American students answered in psychological or sociological terms, while
Middle Eastern students understood it in terms of religion. Mitchell describes modern democratic man as
becoming what Tocqueville predicted: a “distinct kind of humanity” that would be increasingly isolated and
alone. Whatever their differences, students in both worlds were grappling with a sense of disconnectedness
that social media does little to remedy.

We live in a time rife with mutual misunderstandings between America and the Middle East, and Tocqueville
in Arabia offers a guide to the present, troubled times, leavened by the author’s hopes about the future.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Tocqueville in Arabia:
Dilemmas in a Democratic Age yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Agnes Henson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age offer you a new experience in reading a
book.

John Carter:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read
a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Ann McLemore:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic
Age was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Tocqueville in Arabia:
Dilemmas in a Democratic Age has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading this.
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