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Presents New York history in a fresh way through sixteen dramatic events.

In this lively and engaging book, Bruce W. Dearstyne presents New York State history by exploring sixteen
dramatic events. From the launch of the state government in April 1777 to the tragedy of September 11,
2001, these events altered the course of state and US history. Chapters describe great political changes,
historical turning points, and struggles for social, racial, and environmental reform. The book includes daring
acts of courage and against-the-odds stories of struggle and triumph. Dearstyne puts the fascinating people
who made history at the center of the story, including John Jay, the lead writer of the first state constitution;
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the irrepressible crusader for women’s rights; Glenn Curtiss, New York’s aviation
pioneer; and Robert Moses, controversial president of the 1964 New York World’s Fair. This book makes
history come alive. The momentous events illustrate the “spirit” of New York—the elusive traits that make
New York State unique and a leader among the fifty states—and the complexity of its history.

“Relying on a wide array of well-cited sources, Dearstyne also sheds new light on individuals’ dramatic
reform efforts in labor, child welfare, race relations, and environmental stewardship.” — Hudson River
Valley Review

“Bruce Dearstyne’s beautifully written and thoroughly researched biography of New York opens new vistas
for understanding the enormous impact the state has had on American history writ large. With attention to
and sensitivity toward geographical, ethnic, economic, and ecological diversity, the book offers an important
new explanation of why New York has been able to meet so many of its challenges with dynamism and
creativity. It also shows how ego and self-interest have sometimes gotten in the way, balancing the
determined problem solving that is often seen as a hallmark of the state with a true account of rises and falls,
booms and busts, and vision and drift that are equally a part of its spirit.” — Louise Mirrer, President and
CEO, New-York Historical Society

“Bruce Dearstyne brings a fine narrative style and superb storytelling to The Spirit of New York. Readers will
learn about New York politics, the state’s role in racial conflict, recasting the role of women in New York,
and far more. The book is about the people of New York responding individually and collectively to the
opportunities, problems, and tragedies that have punctuated the history of the Empire State from its
beginnings to the present.” — Warren Roberts, author of A Place in History: Albany in the Age of
Revolution, 1775–1825

“This book offers a fascinating odyssey through New York’s past by using examples of its national
leadership, ranging from the state’s early women’s rights movements to Jackie Robinson’s historic
integration of major league baseball, and from aviation pioneer Glenn Curtis to the construction of a
landmark superhighway, the New York State Thruway. Dearstyne presents fresh insight into several salient
events that made New York the Empire State. In doing so, he comes as close to a recent general history of
the state as currently exists.” — F. Daniel Larkin, State University of New York at Oneonta



Bruce W. Dearstyne has published several books, including Railroads and Railroad Regulations in New
York State, 1900–1913. He served as a program director at the New York State Archives and on the staff of
the Office of State History. He has taught New York State history at the University at Albany, State
University of New York, Russell Sage College, and the State University of New York at Potsdam. He resides
in Guilderland, New York.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Spirit of New York: Defining
Events in the Empire State's History (Excelsior Editions)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lucille Davis:

Here thing why this specific The Spirit of New York: Defining Events in the Empire State's History
(Excelsior Editions) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Spirit of
New York: Defining Events in the Empire State's History (Excelsior Editions) giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Spirit of New
York: Defining Events in the Empire State's History (Excelsior Editions). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Spirit of
New York: Defining Events in the Empire State's History (Excelsior Editions) in e-book can be your
substitute.

Lillie Rose:

The book The Spirit of New York: Defining Events in the Empire State's History (Excelsior Editions) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Spirit of
New York: Defining Events in the Empire State's History (Excelsior Editions) is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Robert Poulin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Spirit of
New York: Defining Events in the Empire State's History (Excelsior Editions).
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